A MODERN

GRAVEYARD

MOUNT AUBURN
CEMETERY

580 Mt. Auburn $t., Cambridge
@ RedLine: Harvard/Bratile
Transfer10 Bus #71 (Watertown)or
Bus #73 (Waverly Sq.)

In1830, Bostonians decided itwould be
better to have their graves outside the
city ina setting which would respect the
dead and inspire the living, The Massa-
chusetts Horticultural Society boughta
large farm with woods and ponds and
planned Mount Auburn Cemetery 10 look
like a garden, not like a graveyard. Mount
Auburn opened in 1832 with individual
lots selling for $10 each. Nowadays it
would cost youabout $550 to be among
the more than 70,000 people buried here.

when you visit Mount Auburn Cemetery, I1.MARY P SAUNDER'S family put asratuc of
start al the office. There you can ask for: dognearthelittle girl's stone.
e a map that shows the roads 12.A weeping beechtrec,
and paths and some noted 13. A hitching post. Why would there be ahitck
graves and monuments postin this Cemctery?
® asimilar map which identifies 14.MARCOU. An appropriate stonc for amany

was an experton fossilshells.

trees
15.1851. The Stane family chose an undergrou

e alistofthe C‘?melen"s rules, tomb, Bencaththe gmni¥c block withrings the

which are strictly enforced.  stairslcading ro the crypts.

16. THE TOWER. A great vicw of Boston.
Among the thousands of memorials you 17. CURTIS. This statue, called “The Weeper”
can see at Mt. Auburn, here arc afew ﬁmlnds ﬁf 1E;mhe srorrm;, Urlosixj';smmcor"ﬁ w
1 i W 1is very ‘crent from the tombstones ofthe

represeming_vanous stonecutting tech Grantry or King's Chapel Graveyard, but both
nlqt_nes and different attitudes towards make us wonder on the mysiery of life and de:
burial. Some tombstones speak of death 18, NICKERSON. A “Recording Angel” enters:
and fate (like thosc inthe Old Grave- name Into heaven.
yards), while other memorials depict 19. HALL. The cpitaph for Joscphine tells how
eternal rest, sorrowing loved ones, or family felt about herdeath.
idealized views of the hereafier. 20.FOSS. Though modem in look, this tombs

has both olden symbols (fllowers, hourglass)
. the symbols of the Masons (handshake. eye,
1. wu.go]mllill:lmAM.chc;;al ;':M] warsoldicrs have ‘hall-moon,s1ar).
memorials like this one, which creares the appear- v i
ance ofa coffin with capand sword frozen Instonc. 21,CAROTA. Some people use granite boulde
one is pink quariz.

2, EL1 JONES has an assoriment: his portraitin stonc, 3 5
draped urns 1o represent sorrow, anda woman with lanzol:g;‘nl"b'ars z?‘i‘ﬁ’;:imﬁ’:‘("éﬁ‘zﬁ:rﬂ%‘;
e sad kil
H e w trm @
letters. Elsi?helc yguol%nse'::slogri-;mn{:‘ﬂl:mok 23. WHITE and others. Here isalittic bitofewv
like a pile of rocks of a cross made out of logs. thing:modern slate from the same quarrics ()
used incolonial fimes, sheaves of wheatsym

4. HULL. The children in this family are poriraycd as afulfilled life, a Viclorianangel statuc, aboul

sleeping on canopy beds: Litile Frank, on the left Jand Roxbury puddingstonc.

Hattic and Jennic on the right beneath the ivy. 2.4. A SPHINX. Would you believe it? This onc

5. A weeping cherry free. m[adc by the sculptor Martin Milmore, whose
2 s of John Gloveris on Commonwealth Avenue,

6.SANBORN. In this family plot you can sec the YourLaiin with the English translation on the

changes over the years from1all, thinsiones tolow.
wide ones. How are people identificd ontheir slre side of the statue.

stones? Full names? Just fiestnames? Perhaps by 25.JONES. You might wonder why somcone
theirrelationships 10 someone clsc? justput up a chunk of stonc unpolished. Seve

7.BRADLEY. Thisis a lamily tomb. Have a look !?CUNC have. The Joncs family chose a
through the door and compare this tomb 1o those SONESMOWMIN:
around Auburn Lake.

8.LEOPOLDMORSE, JR. Many Victorian statucs
show people in idealized poscs rather than truc to
life. What partof the boy's life would this statuc
describe?

9. AUBURN COURT & THE TOMBS AROUND
AUBURN LAKE: The tomhs were built by people who
planned (o keep Ihclrlamilie,slo%:.;her. Space pro-
vided for future family members has sometimes
fone unused, however,as familics became smaller
and dicd out, oras people left New England fo live
and die elsewhere, These tombs, and thosc above
ground like Bradicy's, are like small chapels—oficn
with srained glass, portraifs, statues, vases for flow-
ers. Coffins are put into the cubby holes (crypis)and
sealed in with cement. Auburn Court is the most
modern section of the Cemerery. I's like an apart-
ment house of crypis.

10. DEMMON. Many families enclosed ihcirplots,
some with chains, some with casrlron fences, somc
with granite curbs. Most of these were removed 75 0r
80 yearsago. Those which remain make mowing the
Jawn very difficult. You may sec hills of dirt and grass
built up between some of the raised plots to make a

< bridge for the lawnmowers.

cauriesy Barbara Rorunda
Maunt Aublim Cemetery
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A Detours Guide to Boston

TWO OLD GRAVEYARDS

KING’S CHAPEL THE GRANARY
GRAVEYARD

58Tremont St., Boston

Tremon §1., Boston
@ Redor Green Line: Park Si.

(@ Red or Green Line; Park St Where Park Strect Chuech is now theee
used tole a grain house—or granary—
This was the first graveyard in Bosfon. which sold grain to poor peoplein
Graves date back to 1649, and include Colonial days. The gravceyard next
many well-known Colenial Bostonians. doortoif was thenidentificd as The
Themostrecent burial—inanold jomb— Granary Burying Ground.

wasinthe 1970,

Let'stalk of graves, of
worms and epitaphs;
Make dust our paper.and
. withrainy eyes
Write sorrow on the
| bosom of the earth; I
: wm. Shakespeare. 8
ng Rlchard II ‘,

LA A
1 A-J # { when people referto an*old New Eagland” graveyard they are
t usually thinking of tombstones from Colonial days (16301775}
whichwould mostlikely be mingled in withmore recent siones,
Colonial tombstones in the Bosion arca were offen madc of;
# atall, thin pieceof slate,
® cutasarectangle,
= witha wuauod‘ 1§rnp!|rium ontop.
» and carved with inscriptions and pictures,

DETOURS s a resource center for explorin;
P s Acloselook at the pictures shows similaritics amongthem. The

metropolitan Boston using public
transportation. ‘30' ﬂﬂ(‘fi!ultc!r] and mlnisi"!rro;‘ tendecided what wu]ull’l go 01; lhog;llnm‘,

4 1 ccasionally a porteait of the person was carved. More often, the
Established 10 help "_'_"'9:" and ‘?_‘_"'"' ] pictures were symbols meant to remind the community of some
Imponant religous idea or moral lesson.

Hereare some typical $ymbols from The Granary and King's Chapel

hings 1o do In the olty, DETOURS publishes
ub-

§ Graveyard:

nulﬂn to the city's shopping, sating and . o flowers & wlm's bmul aflife

| ipmrtuag. 45718 ! ; skull:death g ¥
torle s, and other cultural and educa- 10 TH N
tional snvironments. g _ﬂ:\‘ H » \Jﬂ
DETOURS' headquarters Is an old clty bus 5 ! 5 && A
that oarrles trave| advisory services and ; y RN 'j
city fouring rescurces to community cen- 3 = i 5 Figun- oﬂlmlth

tars, schools, parks, playgrounds, town
squares and shopping malls throughout
Grenter Boston.

DETOURS condutts a variety of city touring
programs for tesnagers, and offers a mem-
bership plan with benefits Including cost-
saving transit-fara coupons, disceunted
admission to cHy attractions, free trip-plan-
ning sarvices nnd publications.

DETOURS is a non-profil project of the
Boston Children’s Mussum, funded In part
by a Youth Project grant from tha National
Endowment for the Humanitiss,

For more information contact DETOURS at
428-8500,

Father Time

- . crosscd bones;
3 hourglass: man's mortalicy
'\ time passing
N

Design Susan Manning
1381 Boston Chiidren s Museum

Prirting countesy of Stone and Weoster
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1is yard. as in King’s Chapcl \‘
ying Ground, many of the oid
s were years ago ruthlessly
ted from the graves to which H
¢ belonged, which caused the
ark of Dr. Holmes that " Epi-» g
18 were never famous for truth, 5,
the old reproach of *Here lics’
erhad such a wholesale illus-
tonas in these outraged burial
‘e, where the stone does lie
ve'and the bones donot lie

cath.”
Oliver chuclmolmcs/{/
A A Gk Fook Bacon <3 f
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EPITAPHS AND ELEGIES
FOR CHILDREN

Anyone visiting old New England grave-
yards will surely notice how many infant
and child deaths there were. A study of
colonial Andover, showed that between
1640 and 1759 the average family had 9
children—3 of whom were likely todie
before the age of 10. Other towns, includ-
ing Boston, had even worse deathrates.
For these early Americans childhood dis-
eases and infections had no successful
treatment or prevention. The death ofa
brother or sister or friend was common.

Even the sternest Puritan ministershad a
tough time reassuring their congrega-
tions when children died. Cotton Mather,
one of Boston's most famous ministers,
outlived all but one ofhis 14 children. He
called the deaths of children “Special
Cases.” He said that God was “picking
and choosing what flowers please Him
best. We have nothing too sweet for Him.”
You might find flowers carved on the

) j G5 C5 e tombstones of young people, where
i) C=9 .0 those of older people have ripe fruitor
/___,__,-»""/ o () P> ﬂ grainready forharvest.
# ,ﬁ%ﬂ With today’s health care, the age period
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5-14 years has the lowest deathrate of all.
Because i's not common a child’s death
is even harder for us tounderstand.

Words ina poem or song about a person's
deathare called elegies. Here isamodern
elegy written by apoet wholivesinthe

Bostonarea: LITTLE ELEGY
forachild who skippedrope
X.J.Kennedy
Here liesresting, out of breath,
Out of turns, Elizabeth
Whose quicksllver toes not quite
Clearedthe whirring edge of night,

Earth whose circle round us skim
Tillthey catch the lightest limb,
Shelter now Elizabeth

And for hersaketripup death,

fomX 1 Kenncuy e Descenicling o St Doubleday
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e . §
. i' Words carved onalombstoneare called : |
* / epitaphs. Here isan epitaph fora child
. ./ buried inKing's Chapel Graveyard.

Here lies the Body
5 of Richard Draper Junf L4
Son to Richard Draper ] _

‘ of Boston Printer & Ann
His wife. He died Oct 291h i
1766, AE 13 Months.

| What Solid Joys can mortals give
', When pleasent Children cease
focr to live





