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Shooting victim Willie M. Stokes Jr. reposes in his custom-made :
coffin in a funeral parl on Chicago 8 Sout_h Side + AP PHOTQ

nd:tt yo nk’ deslgn.'
wanted‘i"t Zmake;1

In additlon to being laid‘ out i
- In a casket with four on the
v«  floor, Mr. Stokes was dressed in _ |
a red-velvet suit and pearl grey
&:_ fedora. The undertaker, on
S - instructions, placed a number of
-} MIKE BARNICLE diamond rings on his fingers :
|
I

and a stash of money In one .
hand. The jewelry and cash-.

- were removed before burial. -

GOing Out Now, p!éase. remember thatt

every one of us is going to pass |
° - .. - from this earth at some point;
'/n St le it it's inevitable. dhpied

: y o And when you take Into con-
sideration the fact that wakes

. Are you tired of getting hit .4 funerals are sad and tearful .-

over the head with bad news? .yents, the family of Willte

Are you sick of reading sob sto-  gtoies Jr. may have come up '
ries and of hearing how the - g4h an idea worth thinking
country is going to hell in &  5pout: Make the wake a remind-.

handbasket? .er of the deceased's most memo- 3
; - handbasket? .er of the aeoeased s rnost memo-.;
¥ Maybe you've  had your full of  rable moments. :; z..:

¢ politieal updates. Perhaps :
you 're fed up with dissertations .

; on the New Hampshire primary

‘ results....'"

# For lqs*ar'ce what about
" someone like Walter Mondale? It |
s i Is hoped he will live'a long and °
o R et "fr-" E frult_ful life, but ‘'when he passes'
1f so," conslder for a mornent * on, what about burying himina
the light-hearted tale of Willle®: casket shaped like the state: of - -
M. %ok?s Jr, formerly of Chica-'¥: New Hampshire?r;;'j’ a'?'m; ugxim ;j,
go. His friends used to call him % A
iF; Or Kevin White? No cost
just plain Willle. Now. however, (woul d be spared in order to have .

they call him dead. *='% - At pim waked In something de-

3-1 J': 3
Last Friday, Willle Stokes Jr. : signed like the Parkman House:""

got shot in the.head. Police In L'q 4 o o
the old Windy Clity think the ., m};?l?}ig%acosepedngmat. ab‘.“_“
f’:g;‘gb"‘ta&:‘?"e been drug re-;;..: pydie King? No doubt"aboﬁtf
t?ae stor; ,_t ng?th&z polnt, Ofk lt A lobster sandwich - to go. -
B * Mike Dukakis? A very. very
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(yomg out
in style

.. Are you tired of getting hit

' over the head with bad news?

. Are you sick of reading sob sto-
‘ries and of hearing how the

' country s going to hell in a
- handbasket? -

» handbasket?

; Maybe you've had your full of
X political updates. Perhaps

» you're fed up with dissertations ,-.' i

i on the New Hampshlre prlmary
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! 311f sb; conslider for a moment.”
f the light-hearted tale of Willie*:
} M. Stokes Jr, formerly of Chica-

} go. His friends used to call him

1 just plain Willle. Now. however._

chal

the_v call hlm d&d P

tom

i
e Last F&'iday Wilﬁe Stokes Jr. Y

. got shot in the.head. Police in |

+ the old Windy City think the:

» killing may have been drug re-;

i

. lated, but that's not the point.of
the story..

' Willie went to his eternal re- " small coin purse.

:ward in a custom-built coffin
* that looked pretty much Iike a
rr Cadﬂlac Sevﬂle Really.”"

" The coffin came equipped
twlth nearly everything except
valr conditioning and a stereo
itape deck. It had flashing head

and tail lights, a steering wheel
, and chrome grille as well as the
Cadillac lnslgnla.

“* It “was so nice that It prob—
bably could have gotten a state-

+ inspectlon sticker. It even had a !

vllcense plate that carried the
yword “WIMP,” the very same
iname Willle had on his car
'while he was llving.

“Was it equipped with cruise
“control or directional Iights?”
' Spencer Leak, vice-president of

b

.the A.R. Leak Funeral Home in _

Chicago was asked.

*No, It wasn't,” he answered.
“We didn't know which dirw
tion he was heading.

“**This 1s what the family"
wanted,” the undertaker said.
“His family told us that Mr.
Stokes was very car consclous.
We took the casket to a body
and fender factory in Indfanapo-
lis to get the authentic Cadlllac

" ina violin case

- were removed DEIOre Duriai.

Now, pltase remember that
every one of us Is going to pass
- from this earth at some point;
it’s inevitable. .

And when you take into con-
sideration the fact that wakes
and funerals are sad and tearful
events, the family of Willie
Stokes Jr. may have come up

"with an Idea worth thinking
about: Make the wake a remind-~
..er of the deoeased's most memo-
.er of the deceased s most mEemo-
rable moments. = x T

v
u
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a For instance, what about
- someone like Walter Mondale? It
" 1s hoped he will live'a long and
+47 fruitful life, but ' when he passes
“ on, what about burying him In a
‘ casket shaped like: the. state: of

‘t, New Harnpshire? ¥ “'x e

Y% of Kevin White? No cost

. would be spared in order to have

,him waked in something de-
slgned like the Parkman Houae.
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Howard Cosell? What about
¢ a mouth-shaped coffin? -
' Eddie King? No doubt about
“ It: A lobster sandwich - to go. -

- Mike Dukakis? A very. very

L"'i;\;‘
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Richard Nixon? A tape re-
‘corder.

Fred Salvucci? A traffic jam
shaped like Neponset Circle. -

The idea is to think of death
as something other than the
end. Think of it in terms of tak-
_ing the first step - or next long
drive — toward a better exlstence
in the great beyond. - . g

So, with those guide]ines.
.Brendan Behan could have been
* put into the ground in a cast
iron-shaped bottle of Bushmills,
Jim{ Hendrix could have been
stashed in a facsimile of a mari-
juana bale, Willlam Loeb in a
headline, and "‘I‘rigger“ Burke

.;-1 .

Yet there are probany a lot of
you out there who, like Willie
Stokes Jr., are in love with your
Toyotas, Ford Escorts and Pon-
tiac Trans-Ams. Maybe you, too,
want a casket that looks _]ust
- like your car: ‘;’?;. :

But {f you Hve in or around

. Boston, leave Instructions for

" your next of kin to think twice
before going ahead with having
an automobile-shaped casket. It
probably would be ticketed and
then booted on the way to the
cemetery. :
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