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What If | Couldn't. . ? An Exhibition
About Special Needs

Organized by the Children’s Museum,
Boston, with funds from the National
Endowment for the Arts, this participato-
ry exhibition creates an environment in
which the non-disabled public can learn
about handicapping conditions and ex-
plore some of their own feelings. The
exhibition attempts to promote an im-
proved understanding of, and a better
attitude toward people with disabilities.
The exhibil space is divided into six
areas of exploration: visual impairments,
auditory impairments, physical hand-
icaps, learning disabilities, emolional
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disturbances, and mental retardation.
Each area provides information, simula-
tion {(with devices and appliances to
test), and remediation. Special text and
graphics are written and designed for
children and adults. All devices and
testing materials are provided and in-
clude such things as wheelchairs and
different floor coverings, prosthetic de-
vices, a Perkins Brailler, a TTY, a series
of tapes simulating gradations of hearing
loss, and a series of lenses simulating
20/80, 20/200, and 20/400 vision. Avail-
able summer 1980, moderate security,
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