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Introduction

F.‘muliw— what are they? Your Lamily
s the people who tahe care of vou,
who care abour you. Your family may be
the person who adopted you. Your family
may be vour birth mother of father. Your
Lamily may nclude people who joined
you, like stepparents anel stepbrothers and
m-;msur\ \nur family may |n your

fricndds to act as family for them —

sometimes temporarily — and ths can be
a big help.

Families change over ume. s can be
painful, if you miss someone who's moved
out of your life. In other waysoir's fine
At ditferent times in your lite, when you
will have new needs and interests, vou
mav find new people 1o call on

Families are spread out over sp
Members may move all over the world
You m N De able o write ta, or
telephone, or visit, relatnes who live m
ditferent kinds of places. Tt can be a big
nerwork vou have, a way of learning
about phcu far from your hometown

Some people think a family s supposed
10 be a mom and a dad and their children
“This can cause a fot of hurt feelings. In
school, vou may be asked to make a
card; but lots of kids don't
Tive with their mothers. You may be asked
1o bring vour dad 1o work on the school
playground for a dav; but lats of kids
don’t live with thar dads. Most kids hnow

that, really, tamihes are often very
ditferent from “Mom 0’ D™

And that "very different” can be 1 tine
thing. A family of two can be close and
cozy. A big family can mean there are
many people to go o for help or for fun
A family that changes over tme means
there are different people t be with over
vour life. A tamily whose members are
very different from each other means vou
can learn o wide variety of dungs.

What do yorr think a family is?

Here are some kids™ answers to the
question.
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What do you think the purpose of a
family is, anvwayv?
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On the following pages, seventeen kids
will tell vou abour their families. How
have they answered these questions® And
how are they like vour fanuly® Different

from your family?




Tam

! I Vam savs, 1
and Chessic aren’t adopted, bur the

rest of us are. We were adopred when we
were babies ke — she's up on the swing
nest o me — hikes dravwmg rambows
Ari— she's standing nest w me m front
of Mom — she likes to swim, Tasha's
ig on the ground i front ol Art. She
likes horses, Chessie s two — she's i the
lintle swing i front of Dad — <he lihes w0
name animals. | like dissecting things and
trying out cxperiments

“When someone in our fanuly has a
birthday. they get to pich o a dinner
that they want, and they open presents at
the end of the meal. Sometimes we buy
the presents, and sometimes we miake
theny. Fueryone gets a fot of presents!™
s mother says that from tme to
ume, |
questions that adopted children often ash-
“Where did T eome trom? Who was my
mother=" She explans that they were
Larn to another woman, and as thev've
grown alder, she talks about thewr cthnic
backgroumds. But she emphasizes that she
is their mother, ther parem

"\ parent is a person who takes care of
vou, raises vou, Jooks after vou, and loves

sit

And |]11l £ T\.ll she and her husband
are for Tasha, kri, and Tam, just as they
are for Ari and Chessie

n

asha, ki, and Tam have asked the




