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The World Mother Goose Theatre fproduction, from
= z Higglety Pigglety Pop!. 1967 Pen-and-mk line.
; Each frame 4% x 4"
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Opposite: working dwminy
for Alligators All

Atround, 1961, Pen-and-
ink line and watercolor.
10V2 x 9. Above: title pages
from dummy for Pierre.
1661, Pen-and-ink line
and watercolor. 372 x 5"

PIERRE
A CAVTISHARY TALE

|4 Five CHAPTERS
AHD A PROLWOGUE

by Haogice § ERDAK
mnmvum,a‘nﬁrgl_‘lﬁ

ZEPT. it by

» use the text tor "a very little book.” But by the time she had
Alice was no longer in the class and couldn't be located.

The project was thus abandoned. “but the idea of a lite book remained in our
" Miss Nordstrom recalls. “One day I told the

heads in the children’s depanmcm,’
and he was taken with the notion of trying a miniature-size
result, of course, was more wondertul than

anything we could have imagined, and it was Ferdinand Monjo, another Havrpey
editor at the time, who thought of the inspired overall title The Nutshell Library.”

Quintessentially Sendak, Alligators All Around finds an amiable family of threc
alligators journeying joyously {rom A to 7. Whether “D doing dishes.” “R riding
reindeer,” or “X x-ing x5.” they are single-mindedly devoted 10 the activity at
hand, encouraging the young listenerfviewer (o learn each alliterative alphabetical
label. Effortless as the little book seems, it went through a number of drafts. The
wy life as a family of apes in Sendak’ first version.
aspect of Alligaters is that it is an alphabet.
a form that is so lixed and

parents permission i
written to the teacher,

story to Maurice,
volume, with story to match. The

alligators started their liter:
Says the author, “The least important

[ wanted to see how much 1 could get away with in

71





