Once around the sun in

2003

1f you hold the map of the solar system in your hands, imagine the north star is
way behind your head. Our planets move in a counter-clockwise direction
along their orbits; they also rotate counter-clockwise. ‘Wind your star-clock by
putting pins at the right date for each planet - accuracy within a quarter
month is fine. (We give Earth a blue pin, a red one for Mars,) Now imagine,
or even paint, a small dot on the side of the earth sphere. That’s you! Turn our
planet so you are looking out from earth opposite to the sun’s position: midnight.
Think where your horizon must be: you can see half of the sky, with west on the
right side, east on the left. Whatever planets are on this half of the sky will be
visible unless clouds interfere. Turn the earth eastward - counter-clockwise - a
quarter turn. Some stars and planets that were in your sky might set in the
west, some new ones migﬁt rise. ﬂﬁer the quarter turn the sun is about to rise.

Jupiter and Saturn are really about three times further out than they
appear in our model. I you know about parallax, you can take their true
directions from the sun; if that is arcane to you, pay no attention. Wind the
clock as intermittently as you choose. We love the sense this toy gives us of our
position in three dimensions among the great ones.
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Early Days

Phylis was born to Victor and Angela Hagen in Orange Hospital in May of 1927. Her first
summer she and her mother travel to Germany to visit grandparents. Later that year her
parents separated and soon baby and Mother moved to Europe. Phylis’s mother died
shortly afterward and she was passed from Aunt to Aunt around Germany and Austria.
German was her first language, Nuns were her first teachers. She has chosen to tell very
little of this time in her life. Much other what we know comes from others the Chalif girls
Sonia and Peggy and her Big Sister/$urrogate Mother, Betty Hagen Beardsley The only
story I remember her telling from her youth in Europe is going to school in Salzburg. She
had to pass thru a gate in a fence that opened into a park and while she was in the park
only a short time geese that were as big as she was always tried to peck at her. No matter
how fast she ran they always got a few nips at her and these always hurt. With her
American citizenship Phylis was shipped back to her father in 1938 once Hitler entered
Austria.

Tt seems that a new wife did not appreciate having to take care of someone else’s child.
The Hagen Family lived in Short Hills NJ where Phylis attended both the public schools
and the Buxton School. At about the time Phylis was entering High School the Family
moved to Grosse Point Michigan. As the included letter attests Mother was an Active
engaged student. High School and surely Family life was tedious to Phylis and at the end
of her junior year she talked her way into Collage. The school was Olivet College in Olivet
Michigan. She left for there as soon as school of over in June.

She introduced herself to the Dean who asked her what she had been studying and she
said that she liked the Greek Myths. He asked if she had read the Greek plays? She had
not heard of them. The Dean sent her to Teacher Copp who challenged Phylis to read the
plays. Each week she was to come back to her mentor and talk about what she was
reading. At the end of the summer they would decide if she was ready for college.

We can imagine the excitement and understanding that Phylis brought back to teacher
Copp each week. She was accepted as a regular student that fall. I don’t believe that she
ever went home to Grosse Point Again. Or even talked to her father

Men came back from the war and my fajither Jaf met Phylis at Olivet. They also went for a
while to the University of Michigan at Langing. Phylis and Jaf left Michigan and via
unknown routes maybe including a time in Atlanta made there way to NJ where Phylis had
the support of her sister Betty and the Curtus/Whitesell and Chalif families.

Phylis Jaf and baby me lived in Union, Phylis and Jaf worked at photographers for
Insurance claims. I remember graph ilex cameras with huge flash bulbs being around the
house. There were also twin lens reflex cameras as well. In fact my first camera was a twin
lens reflex camera using 120 film.



Phylis also worked at a seamstress and pottery painter peace work. When it was time to
sent me to school she decided to send me to the Far Brook School an out growth of the
Buxton school that she had gone to. In order to afford to sent me there. She joined the

faculty as the Art Teacher.

Far Brook and Winifred Moore the headmistress encouraged Phylis to explore the world
thru the students. Mother lead the students in tradional arts painting and sculpting but
added block print cutting and typesetting, bookbinding. Phylis was responsible for the set
design and costumes for the all school plays.

This is where she met Alan Holden with whom she collaborated on her first best selling
book. Phylis was able to explore teaching/learning at Far Brook and grew to understand
the process incredibly well.



Phylis Morrison, born in New Jersey
in 1927, died this summer, July 9,
aged seventy five, among her
fiends and family at her |
Cambridge home of forty years.
Sunday, October 6, we
commemorate her life and work
in solace, gratitude and ;
admiration. We hope
and we expect that
recollections  of

her gifted mind

and wit, her
acute gaze,
her deft
hands

and

warmly

giving

heart, will
help  us
grasp the
world as
she did in

all its
fullness,
notably the

women, the men, 2

and the children who :
people it, their histories and their
hopeful prospects.

She was a keen scholar, one
who claimed she had never i
graduated any school, not even
kindergarten.  Graphics  artist, |
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author, teacher in the
classroom and outside, her
original marks are clear in
many lands. She held art and
science as partners, and she
listed herself credibly  as

. master or journeyman of

twenty-odd disciplines
and crafts: patterns
and symmetries,
growing crystals,
gardens, and
ancient crop
plants, caring
lovingly  for
our  family
home (one
grown son),
weaving,
printing  in
many forms
and
alphabets,
photography
computer
graphics,
beadwork in 1-, 2-,
and 3D, doll-making...

with

Sunday, October 6— Phi-day?—
many invited friends will gather
at MIT to recall her, examine
artifacts, and use her tools to
augment the memories all
have brought. Phylis knew that
words alone do not suffice,
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q) Day Invitation/fact sheet

Sunday October 6, 2002 - ¢ day -a day to celebrate the life and works of Phylis
Morrison (May 6, 1927 to July 9, 2002). Participants should come to the MIT campus
and make their way toroom 6 -120, by 10AM, a lecture th eater of the MIT Physics
department. We will open by introducing Phylis § life, words, and artifacts. There will be
a short time for remembrances. We will then break into smaller groups, to discuss
how we will use our experiences with Phylis to enjoy the ~ wide world and to make it
better.

Work tables will have various of her creations for you to use freely, art, science,
weaving, beading, calligraphy, books, photos...

Bring in what you have of hers to show or recall. A selection of comments and
materials s ent by friends in celebration is here. We will gather your words and any
product of the various work tables to send them later to you at home as a report of
the day.

Schedule:
9:30 - 10:00 Light Breakfast (outside room 6 -120)
10.00 - 11:00 Introduc tory meeting with talks about Phylis and her hopes, some prepared, some
impromptu,
11:.00 - 2:00  Work Group Tables & Rooms
Teaching
Crafts/books
Alphabetics
Open Conversation
1200 - 100  Lunch buffet avaiable in the Compton room 26 -110
200 - 230  Close with Baroque music live inroom 6  -120

RSVP: to Phil Morison or Bert Singer, at
617-868-0234 or Physday@acl.com , by Wednesday, September 25,
naming the people who are coming, —Fail Not!

FINDING R OOM 6-120: see included map

By Car, parkin the MIT East Lot and Garage. These spaces are available without permit on Sunday,
October 6. There will be signs directing you from the parking spaces to room 6 -120.

Public transport_ will take you to 77 Mass Av e, There will be signs posted to help you gettoroom 6 -120
from there. Red Line to Kendall Sq is a second route.

You might bring garden flowers, or a small purmpkin.
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men.tor (men tor, -ter) 7. 1. A wise and trusted counselor or teacher.

2. Mentor. Greek Mythology. Odysseus's trusted counselor, under whose disguise

Athena became the guardian and teacher of Telemchus. -mentor v. -tored,
-tor.ing, -tors. Informal. -intr. To serve as a trusted counselor, especially in an
occupational setting.

phyl.is morr.i.son 7z 1. Mentor, wise and trusted teacher 2. Artist 3. Author
4. Mentor 5. Scientist 6. Mentor 7. Intellectual temptress 8. Wife 9. Mentor
10. Craftsman 11. Mentor 12. Mother 13. Mentor 14 Scholar 15 Mentor
(6. FAURYGEPMOTHEC g Snd 2

We are collecting a list of the ways in which Phylis mentored many of us at different times in her
life and in ours. Please add your experiences to this list.
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